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Commissioner of Food and Drugs, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services. 

Mitch McConnell, John Cornyn, Lamar 
Alexander, Bill Cassidy, Chuck Grass-
ley, Pat Roberts, John Barrasso, Rich-
ard Burr, Tim Scott, Orrin G. Hatch, 
Michael B. Enzi, Johnny Isakson, John 
Boozman, Cory Gardner, Roger F. 
Wicker, Thom Tillis, Roy Blunt. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the man-
datory quorum call with respect to the 
cloture motion be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 

consent that notwithstanding rule 
XXII, at 5:30 p.m., on February 22, the 
Senate vote on the motion to invoke 
cloture on the Califf nomination. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

REMEMBERING PETTY OFFICER 
JOHN BALDWIN 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, today I 
wish to pay tribute to a World War II 
veteran and an American hero—PO3 
John B. Baldwin. Petty Officer Baldwin 
was a member of the United States 
Navy Reserve and sailed on the USS St. 
Louis. Tragically, on February 14, 1944, 
he died as a result of enemy fire during 
the Battle of the Green Islands. 

Petty Officer Baldwin’s sister—Ms. 
Irene Baldwin Cox of Beaver, UT—re-
cently informed me that her brother 
had earned prestigious military med-
als, which neither he nor his family 
ever received. As a result of John’s 
dedicated service during the battle 
that besieged the USS St. Louis, he 
earned the Purple Heart, the World 
War II Victory Medal, the American 
Campaign Medal, the Asiatic Pacific 
Campaign Medal with two Bronze Star 
appurtenances, and a Combat Action 
Ribbon. Thankfully, the military has 
since verified John’s medals and will 
soon present them to the Baldwin fam-
ily. 

As we approach the anniversary of 
this historic battle, we should remem-
ber the challenges Petty Officer Bald-
win and his fellow soldiers faced on 
that fateful day. At dawn, American 
fighters sighted six Aichi D3A dive 
bombers, which approached the St. 
Louis and dropped six bombs, killing 23 
sailors and wounding 20 more. Petty 
Officer Baldwin was among the fallen. 

The Baldwin family has always been 
proud of John’s service. We owe this 
family a debt of gratitude that can 
never be repaid. It is only fitting that 
we present John’s siblings with the 
medals he earned for his heroism. I am 
grateful for the assistance of the USS 
St. Louis CL–49 Association and the Na-
tional Personnel Records Center for 
helping me secure these medals for the 
Baldwin family. 

I hold our Nation’s veterans in the 
highest regard. Because of men and 

women like Petty Officer Baldwin, our 
Nation enjoys the full blessings of lib-
erty. I am pleased that these medals 
have finally found their rightful home. 
May they ever serve as a testament to 
John’s valor and his love of freedom. 

This Valentine’s Day, I intend to 
spend a moment reflecting on the brav-
ery of our sailors who served aboard 
the USS St. Louis. Today I honor them 
for their courage, their selflessness, 
and their sacrifice. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JUDGE EUGENE 
SILER, JR. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
wish to recognize a celebrated Ken-
tuckian who has received a great 
honor. Federal appeals court judge Eu-
gene Siler, Jr., a fixture in his commu-
nity, who has served on the bench for 
over 40 years, has received the ‘‘Tri- 
County 2016 Leader of the Year’’ award 
from the Leadership Tri-County orga-
nization in Kentucky. 

Leadership Tri-County focuses on 
civic, business, and community leader-
ship in Laurel, Knox, and Whitley 
Counties in southeastern Kentucky. A 
nonprofit organization founded in 1987, 
it identifies potential, emerging, and 
current leaders from the three counties 
and nurtures their continued develop-
ment. 

Judge Siler is a native of Williams-
burg and earned his bachelor of arts at 
Vanderbilt University. He has a law de-
gree from the University of Virginia 
and has two graduate law degrees from 
the University of Virginia and George-
town University. 

Judge Siler served as an Active-Duty 
officer in the U.S. Navy from 1958 to 
1960 and later retired as a commander 
in the U.S. Naval Reserve. 

Judge Siler practiced law privately 
alongside his father in Williamsburg 
and was then elected Whitley County 
attorney, an office he held from 1965 to 
1970. In 1970, he was appointed U.S. at-
torney for the Eastern District of Ken-
tucky by President Richard Nixon. 

In 1975, he was appointed as a judge 
for the U.S. District Court for the 
Eastern and Western Districts of Ken-
tucky by President Gerald Ford. In 
1991, he was appointed to the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the sixth circuit 
by President George H.W. Bush. 

Today Judge Siler is a senior judge 
on that court. He was awarded the 
‘‘1992 Outstanding Judge of the Year 
Award’’ by the Kentucky Bar Associa-
tion, and that same year, he was sent 
to Lithuania by the U.S. State Depart-
ment to advise and assist the judiciary 
in that country as they transitioned 
from a communist to a democratic sys-
tem. He also traveled to Albania at the 
behest of the U.S. Justice Department 
to advise that country’s judges on eth-
ics and discipline. 

Judge Siler is married to the former 
Chris Minnich. They have two sons, 
Gene Siler III and Adam T. Siler. I am 
sure Judge Siler’s family is proud of 
him for receiving this award and for all 

that he has accomplished. I want to 
thank him for his many years of public 
service, and I know my colleagues join 
me in congratulating Judge Siler on 
his receipt of the ‘‘Tri-County 2016 
Leader of the Year’’ award. 

An area newspaper, the News Jour-
nal, published an article about Judge 
Siler receiving his award. 

I ask unanimous consent that the ar-
ticle be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From the News Journal, Feb. 10, 2016] 

WILLIAMSBURG NATIVE EUGENE SILER PICKED 
AS LEADER OF THE YEAR 

(By Mark White) 

A federal judge and U.S. Navy veteran has 
been selected as Leadership Tri-County’s 2016 
Leader of the Year. 

Eugene Siler Jr., a senior judge on the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit, said 
he was notified about a month ago that he 
was receiving the award. 

‘‘I was honored by it and humbled by it,’’ 
Siler said Monday afternoon. 

Leadership Tri-County is a non-profit orga-
nization established in 1987 as an educational 
program designed to identify potential, 
emerging, and current leaders from Knox, 
Laurel and Whitley counties and to nurture 
their continued development into the leaders 
our area needs now and in the future. 

Past recipients of the Leader of the Year 
Award have included: Dr. James Taylor, U.S. 
Rep. Hal Rogers, U.S. Senator Mitch McCon-
nell, Terry Forcht, Nelda Barton-Collings, 
Gene Huff and last year’s winner Dr. Michael 
Colegrove. 

‘‘I know a lot of people who have gotten it 
before. I feel like I am in very good com-
pany, am pleased that they are giving it to 
me and I will do my best to live up to it,’’ 
Siler said. 

Siler, a Williamsburg native, served in the 
U.S. Navy on active duty from 1958 to 1960, 
and later retired as a commander in the U.S. 
Naval Reserves after 26 years of service. 

He began his law practice in 1964 alongside 
his father. He served as Whitley County At-
torney from 1965 until 1970 when President 
Richard Nixon appointed him as United 
States Attorney for the Eastern District of 
Kentucky. 

In 1975, President Gerald R. Ford appointed 
Siler as a United States District Judge for 
the Eastern and Western Districts of Ken-
tucky. 

In September 1991, President George Bush 
appointed Siler to the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Sixth Circuit. 

Siler will be honored during Leadership 
Tri-County’s Leader of the Year Banquet, 
which will be held on Feb. 23 at the London 
Community Center. 

There will be a reception at 5:30 p.m. fol-
lowed by a dinner at 6 p.m. 

During the banquet, there will be a memo-
rial tribute to G.W. Griffin and Bill Brooks. 

f 

FAMILY AND MEDICAL LEAVE ACT 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, last Fri-
day, America celebrated the 23rd anni-
versary of the Family and Medical 
Leave Act—landmark legislation that 
transformed American workplaces for 
the better. 

I am deeply proud to have voted for 
this bill in 1993 when I served in the 
House of Representatives. This bipar-
tisan legislation was a major victory 
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for many working families, providing 
workers the ability to take up to 12 
weeks of unpaid leave for family needs. 

This meant working parents could 
take care of their newborns without 
fear of losing their jobs and sources of 
income. Workers could care for an ail-
ing family member or care for their 
own serious health conditions without 
having to worry about whether they 
would be able to come back to their ca-
reers. 

Before the Family and Medical Leave 
Act, being a working parent meant 
having to choose between your job and 
taking care of yourself and your fam-
ily. Today, thanks to this legislation, 
this attitude has changed for many 
families. 

Since 1993, American workers have 
used the leave provided by the Family 
and Medical Leave Act more than 200 
million times. This legislation has 
helped balance workplace demands 
with family needs for millions of hard- 
working men and women across the 
country. And there is no doubt that 
these are achievements we should all 
be proud of. 

But we need to do more. 
As families change, so should the 

laws designed to help them—our work-
force, our economy, and our family re-
sponsibilities have changed dramati-
cally over the past two decades. 
Women now make up half the work-
force, and many families depend on two 
incomes. Family caregiving needs are 
on the rise, and both men and women 
provide critical care. 

But according to a recent Depart-
ment of Labor survey, only 60 percent 
of employees have access to FMLA 
leave—and 8 out of 10 eligible workers 
cannot afford to take leave when they 
need it. 

For too many Americans, unpaid 
leave is not an option—it is 
unaffordable. Just 13 percent of the 
workforce has paid family leave 
through their employers, and less than 
40 percent have personal medical leave 
through an employer-provided dis-
ability program. 

It is clear that we need to do more to 
ensure families can earn the support 
they need. I am proud that both Sen-
ator MURRAY and Senator GILLIBRAND 
have stepped up and introduced legisla-
tion this Congress to address these 
shortcomings. I hope we will continue 
to see support for these bills and get 
more of my colleagues from across the 
aisle to talk about these concerns. 

The reality is ensuring paid family 
and sick leave would help keep new 
parents and family caregivers in the 
workforce and boost their earnings and 
savings overtime. Studies have already 
shown that mothers who are able to 
take paid maternity leave are more 
likely to return to their jobs and stay 
in the workforce. That just means 
more money for families to spend and 
put back into our economy. 

Expanding paid family and sick leave 
makes moral sense, and it makes eco-
nomic sense. It is about time we get it 
done. 

As we mark the anniversary of this 
groundbreaking legislation, I hope we 
take the time to recommit ourselves to 
the values that inspired this law. Let’s 
continue to lead on this issue and ex-
pand paid family and health leave to 
cover more families. 

I will continue to fight and protect 
the benefits provided by the Federal 
and Medical Leave Act and help ensure 
fairer workplaces and healthier, more 
secure families. 

f 

RECOGNIZING HILL FARMSTEAD 
BREWERY 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, as a 
Vermonter, it is with great pride that I 
call to the Senate’s attention the suc-
cess of one of Vermont’s fine busi-
nesses, Hill Farmstead Brewery, which 
was recently named the best brewer in 
the world by RateBeer for the second 
year in a row and for the third time in 
4 years. The brewery’s success is a tes-
tament to the hard work and dedica-
tion of founder and brewer Shaun Hill, 
whose philosophy revolves around 
brewing beer as an art rather than 
solely as a business. His drive to brew 
the best beer in the world has brought 
accolades and interviews in national 
publications from Vanity Fair to the 
New York Times; yet he remains 
staunchly opposed to following the 
path of most conventional breweries. 
Rather than focusing on boundless pro-
duction, his business model gives value 
to what is created with integrity, grit, 
and perseverance. 

Shaun’s approach sets the Hill 
Farmstead Brewery apart from other, 
more commercial enterprises. Its loca-
tion in Greensboro, VT, is situated in 
the Hill family’s former dairy barn, 
surrounded by dirt roads and rolling 
hills. Despite its remote geography, 
beer lovers come from far and wide to 
experience the world-renowned beers, 
to take in the beautiful setting, and to 
buy some beer to take home. Because a 
visit to Hill Farmstead is a unique and 
intimate experience, it is no surprise 
that is on the bucket list of beer lovers 
around the world. 

As members of his team fill orders, it 
is not uncommon to see Shaun buzzing 
around the brewery, moving grain or 
stopping to talk with visitors. Even if 
they do not know it at the time, these 
visitors are taking with them some-
thing extremely special. Bottled with 
the beer is a taste of something great-
er: Vermont values, and a celebration 
of life, initiative, and hard work. 

Experiencing dramatic growth in the 
last decade, the craft beers made at 
Vermont’s 40 breweries have a reputa-
tion as being some of the best in the 
world. It is not uncommon for people 
to drive from New York City, Boston, 
or even Washington, DC, to spend a few 
hours or a weekend visiting Vermont 
breweries. So it is wonderful to watch 
an entrepreneur like Shaun, with such 
a passion for his work, grow his idea 
into a valued and sought after product 
from all over the country. While many 

Vermonters still feel the effects of a re-
covering economy, there are a lot of 
good things happening in our State 
thanks to people like him. 

When Shaun opened his brewery 5 
and a half years ago, he said his goal 
was to brew the best beer in the world. 
Well, he achieved that goal and in an 
impressive short amount of time. Its 
consistent and exemplary performance 
over the years, combined with success 
in creating several phenomenal beers 
across various styles, have this brew-
ery to shine above more than 22,500 
other breweries worldwide. The dis-
tinct and nuanced beers pay homage to 
the art of brewing and to the ambition 
of their creator. They are a testament 
to the quality products produced in 
Vermont, by Vermonters. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF HIGHER 
EDUCATION RESOURCES 

∑ Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I 
ask to have printed in the RECORD a 
copy of my remarks last week to the 
National Council of Higher Education 
Resources. 

The material follows: 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF HIGHER EDUCATION 

RESOURCES 

I was smiling a little bit when you said 
that I probably knew more than anybody in 
Congress about student loans. That is prob-
ably true, but that may not be saying very 
much. This is a complex subject. And al-
though I have been in and around it for a 
long time, I still spend most of my time lis-
tening and learning from you and others who 
deal with how we help students take advan-
tage of the tremendous opportunities they 
have in this country. 

I’m sure some of you were up late last 
night watching politics. I went to bed early, 
but 20 years ago I was right in the middle of 
it. When you have the privilege of running 
for president, you find out that you spend 
most of your time hoping nobody says to you 
what they said to the late Mo Udall—the 
congressman from Arizona—when he was 
walking into a barbershop in New Hampshire 
and he stuck out his hand and said ‘‘I’m Mo 
Udall running for president,’’ and the barber 
says, ‘‘yeah I know, we were just laughing 
about that yesterday.’’ 

I watched with interest the results this 
morning—my sideline view is that Marco 
Rubio is somebody to watch in the next 
week. Twenty years ago, about two weeks 
before the New Hampshire primary, I was at 
10 percent in New Hampshire polls, and I 
came in third in Iowa as Marco did last 
night. 26% Dole 23% Buchanan and I got 18. 
That 18 was such a surprise I ended up on the 
cover of Time magazine and was in first in 
New Hampshire within the week. So things 
can change rapidly, and what happens in the 
8 days between the Iowa caucuses and the 
New Hampshire primary should be very in-
teresting—I have no idea what will happen. 

I do think that 20 years ago it was said to 
be 3 out of Iowa, and 2 out of New Hamp-
shire. And the financial limits on fundraising 
were such that it made that come true be-
cause you could only raise money from peo-
ple up to $1000 a person. You can imagine 
trying to raise millions of dollars at $1000 per 
person. You can’t start a business that way, 
you can’t start a college that way and you 
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